18                  Sir Philip Sidney.               [1554-

on the 2/th of October, 1561. There were two sons
who outlived Philip: Robert, destined to perpetuate
the family name, who was born on the ipth of Novem-
ber, 1563; and Thomas, born on the 25th of March,
1569, of whom very little is known.*

We have no record concerning Philip's early child-
hood, but the first few years, it may be assumed,
were passed at Penshurst with his nurses and his
tutors, his little sisters, and his parents now and
then. His father can rarely have been at home, and
his mother, after 1558, at any rate, was often kept
away by court duties.

In the summer of 1556 Sir Henry was sent to
Ireland with a convoy of treasure and munitions of
war for the assistance of his brother-in-law, the Earl
of Sussex, then Lord Deputy f; and he remained
there throughout the second and worse half of
Mary's reign. In Ireland, if he had some ugly work
to do as sharer in blundering efforts to crush vio-
lence by violence, he was free from personal contact
with the more cruel and hateful business then being
done in England under a pretence of zeal for reli-
gion. The office to which he was appointed was
that of Vice-Treasurer and Governor-General of the
Royal Revenues in Ireland ; but he also, as he said,
"had the leading of both horsemen and footmen,
and served as ordinarily with them as any other pri-
vate captain did there/' On one occasion, as com-
mander of a force sent against the rebellious Scots
of Ulster, he slew with his own hand their leader,

* Sir Henry Sidney's Psalter.

f " Historical Manuscripts Commission Reports " ; voL v., p. 343.